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Buon giorno ! Have you heard ...
  Italians have loved Kaunas since ancient times. There are many stories in the Old 

City related to famous people, religion, and buildings dating back to the 16th century. Even 

the famous Kaunas modernist architecture has its Italian roots! 

 During the interwar period, two of the most prominent architects of interwar 

Lithuania studied in Italy. Vytautas Landsbergis and Stasys Kudokas may be considered 

alumni of the Roman school. During the studies, both architects liked Italy; they became well 

acquainted with the evolution of its modern architecture and classical heritage. 

V. Landsbergis had weakness for the Renaissance and Baroque staircases, S. Kudokas – for 

arches and arcades. In the New Town of Kaunas, you will easily find buildings that were 

influenced by the architects' studies in Italy. The most outstanding works of V. Landsbergis 

are the Vatican Nunciature, the Chamber of Industry, Commerce and Crafts, and the work of 

S. Kudokas – the Garrison Officers' Club.  

 Little Italy is just around the corner, take time and get to know it. 

Buon viaggio!

Tas te it !
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Touris t
information 

Kaunas is a multifaceted city. Its exclusive history, urban architecture, and cultural life 

can surprise everyone. Discover your own Kaunas by wandering along the streets of the 

Old Town, traveling by bicycle or boat, and enjoying street art. 

Those wishing to know Kaunas on various thematic tours we invite to travel together. 

To book an excursion, please contact us on tel. +370 616 23828 or email: 

info@kaunasin.lt.

               The Italian Sergio Paterlini, the honorary citizen of Kaunas, helped many Kaunas 

citizens. In 2012, he founded the House of Maura (Lith. – “Mauros namas”) which is home to the 

girls who came from Kaunas child care homes.

             The first co-working hub Talent Garden in Lithuania was established in Laisvės 

Avenue (Laisvės al. 59). New ideas and works are constantly emerging in creative spaces. The 

Italian company is the owner of the Talent Garden franchise. 

              Since 1990, the Dante Alighieri Society has been operating in Kaunas. The Society 

Committee invites those who are interested in Italy to learn Italian, get acquainted with the 

Italian culture, and participate in various events. More information on: www.dante.lt. 



Discover Italy in Kaunas!
The famous Queen Bona Sforza, one of the most prominent and most active rulers of Poland and the Grand 

Duchy of Lithuania, was the hostess of the second castle of the 16th century. Queen Bona came from the 

powerful House of Sforza. In 1518, Bona got married to the King of Poland and the Grand Duke of Lithuania 

Sigismund I the Old. Bona Sforza was a patron of the Renaissance culture; she was also considered the 

mother of modern Polish and Lithuanian cuisine who brought tomatoes, potatoes, and cucumbers from 

Italy to Poland and Lithuania. It is said that near the Castle she had her own vegetable garden by Kaunas. 

In the 15th century, Bernardines were invited to Kaunas from Poland. Upon arrival, the reformed 

Franciscans founded a monastery named by their reformer Saint Bernard. Therefore, these monks 

(Franciscans) living under the Rule of St. Francis had the second name of the Bernardines. A functioning 

Bernardine Monastery and a guest house are on the southern side of St. George the Martyr Church.

The Jesuits is the Order of the Roman Catholic monks founded in 1540. The Jesuit brothers Vijūkai-

Kojelavičiai donated stone houses located by the Town Hall Square to their Order. The construction of a 

church destroyed by the fire two years later began exactly in this place. Despite this fact, the work was 

continued and completed in 1720. The church overlooks the Town Hall Square with its most beautiful, 

northern facade; the Jesuit monastery clings to the eastern side of the Church and the Jesuit Gymnasium – 

to the western side. There is an observation deck on the Jesuit monastery terrace offering a beautiful view 

of the Town Hall Square and the panorama of the Old Town.  

In the middle of the 18th century, due to the changing patterns of fashion and constant fires, the old 

wooden altars in major cities of Lithuania were replaced by masonry altar ensembles more in line with the 

rules of the Trident Council of Italy. The interior of the St. Peter and Paul's Church is one of the last 

ensembles of the late Baroque in Lithuania. The ensemble of seven altars and a pulpit was created by 

architect Karolis from Skaruliai and sculptor T. Podgaiskis. 

Kaunas Castle (Pilies g. 17)

Bernardine Monastery and St. George the Martyr Church (Papilio g. 7, 9)

The Kaunas St. Francis Xavier (Jesuit) Church (Rotušės a. 9)

Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of the Apostles Saints Peter and Paul (Vilniaus g. 1)

Kaunas Monastery of Benedictine Sisters and the St. Nicholas (the Benedictine Sisters) 
Church  (Benediktinių g. 8)

Italian Christian Benedict Nursie, while studying in Rome, heard a call to leave everything and dedicate himself 

solely to God's quest. The Rule of Saint Benedict is a masterpiece of wisdom and courage. In time, it was followed 

by all Western religious orders. So far, it is still relevant and alive. Benedictines are monks who live in a 

monastery and obey the Rule and abbot. The Gothic church of St. Nicholas was built in the 15th century. After 

the closure of the monastery, in 1948-1990 the church served as a public library book depository. In 1990, the 

church was repaired and returned to the faithful; the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters returned to the 

monastery. The altar of Saint Benedict and three paintings from the 18th and 19th centuries have survived 

from the old church.

All foreign envoys in Kaunas went to the Presidential Palace to greet the president on the occasion of the state 

holiday and the New Year. The royal Ambassador of Italy G. Amadori who, during the interwar period, headed 

the diplomatic corps in Kaunas was among them. Here he presented his credentials. You can see the Italian car 

Fiat which was used to drive the President A. Smetona from 1928 to 1932 in the photos posted on the wall in the 

presidential garden. A. Smetona who went on holiday to Palanga would not leave his car in Kaunas: while he 

travelled by train, his beloved Fiat travelled together on a train platform.

The building of Vatican's Nunciature was built in one of the most representative and modern streets of Kaunas 

of that time which mood was formed by a number of prestigious, mostly residential, brick houses that were 

erected during the interwar years. In 1932, the building was adapted for a children's hospital and in the early 

Soviet times the People's Commissariat of Health established a modernly equipped tuberculosis dispensary 

here. Later, the kindergarten and the Cultural Department of the city were functioning in the building and 

now it is the Artists' House.

The S. and S. Lazoraičiai Memorial Museum is opened in this house. All activities of S. Lozoraitis may be called 

diplomacy of hope. He worked in the Lithuanian mission at the St. Throne; he was actively involved in the 

activities of the Lithuanians in Italy. His wife Daniela d'Ercole-Lozoraitienė was born in Genoa, Italy. After 

falling in love and marrying S. Lozoraitis, she also fell in love with his homeland Lithuania. Very few are aware 

that Lozoraitis family saving their household expense penny after penny, after the restoration of 

independence granted about a million dollars to keep the Embassy.  

Historical Presidential Palace (Vilniaus g. 33)  

Building of Vatican's Nunciature (V. Putvinskio g. 58)

S. and S. Lozoraičiai Memorial Plaque (K. Donelaičio g. 58)

Camaldolese monastery was built at the end of the 17th century by Krzysztof Zygmunt Pac, one of the most 

prominent noblemen of Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Great Chancellor of Lithuania. Having excellent 

knowledge of the art, K. Z. Pac used the most famous masters of the time for construction of the Pažaislis 

ensemble; he personally took care of the construction, bought and donated valuable art works. The entire 

complex was designed by the Italian architect Giovanni Battista Frediani. He also contributed to the other 

famous baroque buildings in Lithuania – St. Peter and Paul Church, Sapieha Church, and Pac Palace in 

Vilnius. Most of the decor was created by sculptor Giovanni Merli and Florentine painter Michelangelo 

Palloni. The Pažaislis Church was built following the latest Italian fashion at that time. The overall plan of 

the church resembles the Venetian central-plan churches, while the façade with two towers and a dome 

dominating in the overall architecture are reminiscent of the Roman and Northern Italian baroque 

buildings. Pay a visit to the Hospitality Complex Monte Pacis. The Hotel and restaurant set up in the historic 

guest house of the Pažaislis Monastery ensemble. The Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania K. Z. Pac 

built it in the 17th century for himself, his guests, and travellers. He has given the house the name of Monte 

Pacis which means the mountain of peace. 

The Museum of Historical Machinery is a “live”, mobile exposition of historical and military vehicles. You 

can see models of the Italian cars of the last century at the museum. Registration: tel.  +370 682 27122)

The orangery of Raudondvaris Manor is designed by the famous Italian architect Laurus Caesar Anikini who 

came to Lithuania after the Napoleonic wars and carried out architectural projects here. Ten of the last 

years of his life he spent in Raudondvaris. Invited to work by Count B. E. Tyszkiewicz, he contributed much to 

expanding the park of Raudondvaris and restoring the castle, he also designed and built a 

ten-room wooden parish house-shelter home. It is alleged that L. C. Anikini died in 1861, falling from the 

scaffolding. He is buried in the Raudondvaris Cemetery, his grave facing the church. 

St. Teresa of the Child Jesus Church was built in 1915. The wife of the Count Emmanuel Benedykt 

Tyszkiewicz, Wanda Wankowycz-Tyszkiewicz is buried at the church altar. The tombstone of white Carrara 

marble was designed and made by Italian sculptor Luigi Pampaloni. This tombstone cost more than a 

church. The sculpture cost 60 thousand golden roubles and the church cost 45 thousand golden roubles.
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Pažaislis Ensemble (the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary Visit to Elizabeth and 
Camaldolese Monastery)  (T. Masiulio g. 31)

12 St. Teresa of the Child Jesus Church (M. Valančiaus g. 24, Raudondvaris)

Raudondvaris Manor and Orangery (Pilies takas 1, Raudondvaris)

Museum of Historical Machinery (S. Dariaus ir S. Girėno g. 29A) 
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