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Opened by a company that has been renting equipment and running stage service for ages, the club certainly has a very good sound
system! You can catch live pop, rock and jazz acts there, and the
open-air terrace is a good space to watch the Nemunas river flow.

21 years in the business, the bar is responsible for the inaugural
hangover of a few generations of Kaunesians. It used to be a metal
bar, then opened its doors to electronic music, and has been recently discovered by the cheerful Erasmus crowd. Open everyday
and open late, so, why not? Muitinės g. 9

16
	YZY
BAR
It’s hard to tell when the place was opened due to its flamboyant
interior! YZY is how we Lithuanians say ‘easy’, so it’s a proper
place to relax, have a pint, order some snacks and move your hips
to the beat of a local DJ legend or two. Vilniaus g. 19

17 GALERIA URBANA BAR
Located in a building historically known as the house of architects, the café/pub has this bohemian feel but never loses its
architectural structure. Great snacks, proper DJ selections on
weekend and loads of pub quizzes on weeknights. Vilniaus g. 22

18 EVENTS SPACE TEATRO KLUBAS
Next door to Galeria Urbana, the venue is a good place to watch
a play or to listen to great and sometimes even legendary Lithuanian jazz acts and other musicians that know their groove.
Vilniaus g. 22

19 LARGO CLUB
256 steps up from Laisvės avenue and a few dozens more when
you enter the Soviet building that used to be a cultural house for
the workers of radio factory next door, and you lose yourself in
a DIY space offering sounds of postmodern live electronica and
beyond. The panoramic windows are to die for! Vaistinės skg.

Raudondvario pl. 107

22 GIRSTUTIS CULTURAL CENTRE
Someone did a great job reconstructing the Soviet all-purpose culture hall – it’s now a proper venue suitable for concerts and theatre
performances, and while it’s way outside the centre limits it could be
easily located downtown. Kovo 11-osios g. 26

23 KAUNAS CULTURAL

	CENTRE TAUTOS NAMAI
Bult in 1939, this functional yet charming building served as a progymnasium for workers and a space for various clubs and hubs. The
cultural centre is now home for choirs, ensembles and other organisations and events. At least take a sneak peek inside the grandioso
main lobby if you can’t attend any of the events! Vytauto pr. 79

24 RENGINIŲ OAZĖ CLUB

27 NEMUNAS ISLAND

34 VYTAUTAS PARK
Yet another reminiscent of the careless childhood days is
this park, full of carousels, some still working but in need
of refurbishment.

Great for proposals, selfies, outdoor weddings, street basketball, volleyball, frisbee, jogging, Nordic walking, lunch,
pagan rituals and much, much more. A sacred place
where the rivers of Nemunas and Neris meet (get married,
indeed) is definitely something Kaunas would not survive
without.

29 OLD CITY PIER
The pier near the amphitheatre not far from Town Hall
Square is a popular meeting spot; the commercial boats
can take you to a few destinations around Kaunas.

30

BUDDHA ON BIKE

Quite a number of modern yoga studios have opened in
Kaunas recently, and you can choose your favourite depending on your location and budget. This is one of our
favourites - and it’s in the very centre. Laisvės al. 26

31 LAMPĖDŽIAI BEACH

The venue is indeed an oasis for events in the still quite sleepy
Šilainiai neighbourhood. From talk shows and poetry readings
to Lithuanian pop and rock acts, their schedule is quite busy.

For many years it was a very popular public beach and
it’s now much more. Wake park – check, sauna – check,
climbing park – check, camping area – check. Easily accessible by public transport and bike, yet far from the
downtown rush.

25 SPORTS HALL

32 PANEMUNĖ PINEWOOD

The glory days of this once first in Europe basketball hall are
over and it is in desperate need of renovation. Still, Lithuanian
schlager and pop artists perform here, and sports competitions
also take place. Must-visit if you’re an architect or are interested
in sports venues for reasons mentioned in the first sentence.

Yet another nature wonderland inside the city limits is
Panemunė. The peaceful neighbourhood almost feels
royal, and the river park is a favourite for residents of
other districts, too. Bikes, volleyball, basketball and sauna,
to name a few activities available – everyone’s welcome.

Baltų pr. 16

Perkūno al. 5

26 ORIXO CLUB
Yet another example of Soviet-built cultural centre, the building
just next to the Old Town is now full of chances to improve your
ping-pong, pool or boxing skills. There’s also a whiskey bar and...
A live music hall (it used to be a bowling alley, by the way) that
offers comfortable seating and great sound for around 300 music lovers. Social dancing with salsa and kizomba possible, too!
Jonavos g. 40
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Don’t be misguided by a blank pizzeria on the ground floor – just
a few stairs up there’s a lively attic decorated with pop art paintings. The club is frequented by quality live Lithuanian acts and
can fit around 300 people. Kęstučio g. 6

33 BOTANICAL GARDEN
8851 species of flora can be found in the garden ran by the
Vytautas Magnus University and established almost 100
years ago. The picturesque pond and buildings are what’s
inherited from a nobleman’s estate dating back to the 17th
century. Ž. E. Žilibero g. 6
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Laisvės al. 36
+370 37 323 436
info@kaunastic.lt
visit.kaunas.lt

Despite a big multipurpose arena on one side and a future science centre on the other, the Nemunas Island still
has plenty of space for jogging, walking dogs, eating lunch,
playing frisbee or volleyball and generally all things chill.

28 SANTAKA PARK

em

Kaunas Tourism Information Centre
and Convention bureau

www.kaunas.lt
www.kaunastic.lt
www.kaunas2022.lt
www.kaunas-airport.lt
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What used to be a factory a few decades ago, was a large-scale club a
few years ago. Now it’s a venue that holds big-name DJ or pop music
events from time to time and is not open every weekend, so be sure
to check their agenda. Raudondvario pl. 101
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13 DŽEM PUB
Sometimes there’s live music and sometimes there are stand-up
shows, the usual audience is made of IT students or graduates,
and the greatest thing about this pub is that it’s on the 5th floor
and has a terrace overlooking Kaunas. Laisvės al. 59

Kaunas used to be wilder in the 1990s and is now a pretty safe European city. Use the same precautions you would anywhere else, and,
just in case, the emergency number in Lithuania is 112.

TOURIST
INFORMATION

ki

up

There are several interpretations of what Lithuanian cuisine is (and the number is growing); you can try them all
in Kaunas. From budget options to fine dining, there are
plenty of cafes and restaurants to choose from. Street food
is also trending big time; from the legendary kebabs to
something so hip you’d expect it to be in Williamsburg.

na

Since Jan 2015, Lithuania is in the Eurozone. There are plenty of
ATMs around town, and most of them are accessible 24/7. For currency exchange, use banks or small private kiosks.

EMERGENCY

Šiaulių
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Laisvės al. 54

FOOD
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40
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12 MOVIDO
Just below the entrance to Romuva there’s a new kid on
the block, opened in summer’2015. A light food menu and
a broad selection of drinks, also a designated space for
turntables that get busy on weekends. The steps that are
used for outdoor seating make you feel you’re in Lisbon.

Yep, it’s a religion here in Lithuania, as you might have
already noticed. We’re as unlucky in football as in winning the national lottery, but the tall guys make us happy. Especially here in Kaunas, where the best Lithuanian
team Žalgiris is based. Euroleague (that’s like Champions league in football) games are often played in Žalgiris
arena, and the attendance has beaten several European
records. Go to a match if you have never attended one,
it’s great fun. Green and white all the way.

56

.
pr

From Kaunas Jazz to street dancers, from African folk music to contemporary dance and theatre. The hall means
much more to the city than your average university hall
and it’s busy all year round. S. Daukanto g. 29

A pub and a bottle shop named after a defunct podcast
dedicated to dubby sounds. We loved the music, too, but
the pub, very modest and cosy, is something Kaunas was
lacking for years. A. Mickevičiaus g. 35

We got buses, we got trolley buses, and we got funiculars!
There’s also an urban legend called ‘the microbe’ which
his a super-fast minivan charging just a little bit more
than an average bus. There are less of those these days, but
buses and trolleybuses are just fine to travel around. You
can walk to most of the places in the centre, by the way!

to

6 VDU MAIN HALL

11 VINGIU
DUBINGIU PUB

PUBLIC
TRANSPORT

Bažnyčios g.

au

Welcome to the embassy of Vatican that never opened its
doors! Built for diplomatic reasons in the 1930s, the building was a hospital and a kindergarten, and for the last few
decades it’s THE gathering point for artists of Kaunas and
a popular event space. V. Putvinskio g. 56

K. Donelaičio g. 42

Despite having lost it’s 90s charm, a kiosk is still a very
important piece of small architecture in our lives. That’s
where we buy our newspapers, snacks, water, bus tickets,
lighters, crossword magazines, bananas, apples, kebabs,
socks… Yeah, you can find pretty much everything in a
kiosk, and they come in different shapes, styles and sizes.

t
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5 KAUNAS
ARTISTS HOUSE

David Lynch would love this bar called Little Paris. The
gorgeous lady owner once told us it was the first bar in
Kaunas after regaining our independence in the 90s.
It doesn’t have strict working hours and many other
things you would expect in a bar, but it’s… a must.

BASKETBALL

1

.
pr

Built right before the Soviet Occupation, this is one of the
oldest remaining cinemas in Lithuania, standing strong
against the pop culture with a repertoire full of art-house
cinema and classical movies. As it’s almost 500 seats big, it
sometimes serves as an event hall for concerts or cosplay
shows. Laisvės al. 54

10 MAŽASIS
PARYŽIUS BAR

Kaunas was called temporary capital for the first time
in the 1920s when major government institutions were
relocated from Vilnius as it was occupied by Poland.
In fact, it has been called temporary capital ever since
(even though the Art Deco architecture built at that
time is oh so permanent - and something Kaunas is).
We’re kind of tired from it. As the team preparing the
program of Kaunas as The European capital of Culture
proposed, it’s time for Kaunas to be itself, not a temporary copy of something else.

KIOSK

go

4 ROMUVA CINEMA

The name stands for culture and the bar stands for everything that fits in the concept. Located in the Kaunas
picture gallery, the cafe has an extraordinary terrace
overlooking Donelaitis street; the interior makes you forget which era you are in. On weekends, they put the DJs
in the cloakroom area of the gallery. K. Donelaičio g. 16

NO MORE
TEMPORARY,
PLEASE

au

Designed by one of the busiest architect of the 1920s and
30s, Edmundas Frykas, the Ministry of Justice Palace, it became a music hall after we lost our independence. It’s the
home of Kaunas City Symphonic Orchestra and Kaunas
City Choir. Concerts are held there every week and there
are usually tickets at the doors. L. Sapiegos g. 5

9 KULTŪRA CAFE

79

ind

3 KAUNAS STATE
PHILHARMONIC HALL

Opened right after the death of the leader of Motorhead,
Lemmy is dedicated to all things heavy and ready to roll.
We’re kidding as they also host spectacular post rock or
industrial nights. The club is located in a former alcohol
factory, by the way. Girstupio g. 1

72

27

sM

One of the oldest theaters in Lithuania is also one of the
most modern and best-kept. The premieres are usually
sold out way in advance! Check out the puppet and musical theatres nearby, both for the events and the architecture. As for drama, there are two smaller options, Kaunas
Chamber Theatre and Kaunas Small Theatre. Laisvės al. 71

8 LEMMY

Miško g.

au

2 KAUNAS NATIONAL
DRAMA THEATRE

7 LIZDAS BAR
Located in the basement of M. Žilinskas art gallery, the
bar is actually a contemporary electronic music club that
hosts international DJs almost every weekend and is focused on techno, house, bass and beyond. It’s so small it’s
almost always crowded! Nepriklausomybės a. 12

80

ali

Karaliaus Mindaugo pr. 50

That’s
what the map
is all about.

23

r
Ka

1 ŽALGIRIS ARENA
That’s where we watch basketball. Huge international
acts (Robbie Williams, anyone?) also visit us quite frequently, as the arena is the best and largest in Lithuania.
There’s also a lovely restaurant called 1410 in the arena.

Poland. In the turmoil of World
War II the country was occupied
by the Soviets, then Nazis and
then Soviets again, and the latter
remained until 1990, when we
restored our independence and
were the first crack in the fragile
construction of the Soviet Union.
26 years later some wounds of
occupation have of course not
healed, but we are working our
way towards the goal and are
generally a happy nation and a
happy city.

Laisvės al.

14

Karaliaus Mindaugo pr.

Kaunas was first mentioned in
1361 and was granted Magdeburg
rights soon after that. In
1441, it joined the commercial
and defensive confederation
also known as the Hanseatic
League. The Grand Duchy of
Lithuania later joined Poland
to be one republic and, in late
18th century, became the part of
the Russian empire (although
we are not a Slavic nation and
our language is not similar to
Russian; in fact, we are Baltic
and Lithuanian is as far from
Slavic as is from Italian, for
example). Our Declaration of
Independence was signed in
1918; Two years later, the capital
had to be relocated to Kaunas
as Vilnius was occupied by
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35
	CHECHNYA SQUARE
Named to record our solidarity with the Chechen nation,
the square is popular with extreme sports athletes and is
also one of the locations for Kaunas Photo festival.

36 WUDANG TAO STUDIO
Yoga, tai chi, kung fu, pilates, tango, meditation, kizomba
and much more – the description ‘Eastern Culture Studio’
does not reveal all the things good for your body and soul
this place has to offer. P. Kalpoko g. 1

37 LITHUANIAN ZOO
Formerly known as Kaunas Zoo (the name was borrowed
by a dub/electronica/jazz collective), it’s now national
as it’s the only one in the country. Opened in 1938, it
could definitely use renovation, but zoo lovers will still
be satisfied as the natural surroundings are spectacular.
Radvilėnų pl. 21

38 ĄŽUOLYNAS (OAK GROVE)
The oaks in the city park are up to 300 years old; the grove
is the largest urban stand of mature oaks in Europe. Usually full of young parents, joggers and lovers.

39 PELĖDOS (OWLS) HILL
The owl sculptures (created by a famous Lithuanian
sculptor Vincas Grybas) belting the romantic location of
an art school are one of the almost-forgotten symbols of
Kaunas and maybe that’s why the place up the hill is so
mesmerizing.

HI!

Welcome to Kaunas, it’s kaunastic
to have you here. Never heard of
the word? We’re sure it’ll be your
favourite word after your visit.
Below are some tips and tricks
to make your life easier if you
decide to stay here for a longer
time. We’d be happy if you did,
sincerely.

67 POST GALLERY
Opened a few years ago in a former sports club (no joke) in
a courtyard of Laisvės avenue, the gallery is now one of the
most important spots for contemporary art. Exhibitions,
performances, installations and a lot of other interesting
things happen there all the time. Laisvės al. 51A

68 KAUNAS PHOTOGRAPHY

GALLERY

Together with POST, the photography gallery plays an
important role in establishing Kaunas in the world map
of contemporary art. Exhibitions change frequently and
span from retrospectives to groundbreaking points of
view. Vilniaus g. 2

69
	FUNICULAR
Funiculì, Funiculà! As Kaunas is quite hilly, the need for
a convenient means of transport was huge when the
city was rapidly growing in the 1930s. Both funiculars in
Žaliakalnis and Aleksotas are still functioning, the ticket
costs pennies and you can observe a photography exhibition during the ride. Amerikos Lietuvių g., Aušros g.

70
	CHRIST’S

BASILICA

RESURRECTION

It’s the biggest example of a basilica of monumental
architecture in the Baltic states (designed by a Latvian
Karolis Reisonas), and it has the longest history of building. Funded by people, the construction started in 1930s
and was only finished after we regained independence. In
Soviet times, it was used as a radio parts factory. It’s an
absolute must to visit the terrace! Aukštaičių g. 6

73 KAUNAS ART INCUBATOR/

KABINETAS PROJECT SPACE

The recently opened art incubator hosts a gallery space
and a few studios for local artists, and Kabinetas, located
on the ground floor, acts as an independent project space.
There’s a performance, discussion or an exhibition opening happening every week, and that’s where the fresh
minds meet. A. Mapu g. 20

74 KAUNAS SEA PIER
Boat trip! There are several routes to choose from the boat will take you to the suburbs of Kaunas or to
Birštonas, a lovely natural SPA resort.

75 AVIATION MUSEUM
Located in the aerodrome of S. Darius and S. Girėnas, the
pilots that flew over the Atlantic in 1933 and were tragically killed, the museum offers a very insightful exhibition of our aviation history that was of course interrupted
by the Soviets. Some great real-life exhibits outdoors!
Veiverių g. 132

76 IX FORT MUSEUM
In Czar times, Kaunas was designated to become a fortress, so numerous forts were built around the city, not
all of them were finished. Inside the IX fort there’s a
museum presenting the tragic moments of our history.
Žemaičių pl. 73

77 ŠANČIAI KIOSK
Remember the KIOSK paragraph in the intro part? This
one’s a bit different. Located in the colourful neighbourhood of Šančiai, it’s an open platform for its residents and
local or international artists. A. Juozapavičiaus pr. 64

78 MENO FORMA
While most of the city’s galleries are located downtown,
this one opened its doors in a glass building on the busy
street heading towards Vilnius and is focused on contemporary art, both local and International. Savanorių pr. 166

iškio g.
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Panerių g.

Sukilėlių pr.
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81 BOUTIQUE HAPPEAK
A family venture started off the need to dress up their
own kids, and everyone else seemed to love the outcome.
Right now HAPPEAK also sew clothing for adults, and their
shop is worth a visit just for the interior. Laisvės al. 45

We just couldn’t choose one of the numerous private art
galleries located on M. Valančiaus street, one of the oldest
in Kaunas. So, visit them all, please do. M. Valančiaus g.

89 KVAPŲ NAMAI BOUTIQUE
It’s much more than a natural perfume shop - it’s also a
place for interesting events (smell contemplation sessions,
for example) and a lively, ever-changing space for learning
and discovering. Vilniaus g. 37

90

MEGA MALL

The only riso-printing house in Lithuania also has
a comics shop and is generally a warm and friendly place to chill out and share your love for comics.

91
	URMAS SHOPPING TOWN

BOOKSTORE

Opened in the 60s, this is the longest-working bookstore
in Kaunas at the moment, yet the foreign language section is limited. But you can feel the spirit of literature and
nostalgia, so it’s worth to pop in just to appreciate the
space. Laisvės al. 81

84 MINIMAL MUSE BOUTIQUE
Probably the best boutique for those interested in Lithuanian design – from dresses to bags, the owners know
their thing and select the goods very carefully. The name
speaks for itself. Vilniaus g. 23

85 DELI SHOP RŪTOS

ŠOKOLADAS

Rūta chocolate factory is more than 100 years old! If you
visit Šiauliai, absolutely visit the museum. If you stay
here, you can get the glimpse of their variety in the deli
shop. Deli-deli-delicious. M. Daukšos g. 20-5

86 KOKO BOUTIQUE
Lithuanian fashion at it’s best – Okiiko, Unlabel, Kristina
Kruopienytė, D’Efect and many others, together with best
picks from around the Baltics and beyond. A great perfume selection, too! M. Valančiaus g. 12
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88 VALANČIAUS GALLERIES

The tallest marine aquarium in the Baltic States with
a shark in it and the only H&M in Kaunas (in plans). If
you’re into these kinds of things, MEGA is worth a detour.

	CENTRINIS KNYGYNAS
83
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J. Jablonskio g. 13

82 KITOKIA GRAFIKA

Karaliaus Mindaugo pr. 68
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Česlovas is your local record dealer and he has more than
20’000 – both in the store and at home. Mostly rock and
jazz, some world music, some disco and Lithuanian rarities. Time runs unnoticed here as you can listen to all the
records. Kęstučio g. 7
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Urmas is the relict of the wild 90s (that was the time when
our country embraced capitalism and everyone became a
merchant). The shopping town much more civilized now
and boasts an extraordinary mural (60 m long). A flea
market buzzes there every Sunday. Pramonės pr. 16

92

ALEKSOTAS MARKET

Well known for its flea market section, the Aleksotas market is located right next to the S. Darius and S. Girėnas
aerodrome. From old tyres to shellac records, gramophones, too. Vintage sofas and Beastie Boys cassettes… We
warned you! Aleksotas

93 ZANAVYKAI MARKET
Once known as THE vegetable market in Kaunas, the Zanavykai market changed to a butcher’s paradise at some
point. It still is very busy every day of the week except
Mondays and many Žaliakalnis residents choose to do
their grocery shopping here. Zanavykų g. 25H

94 MAZGAS INTERIOR STORE
Maybe a sofa or a chandelier is not the best souvenir idea
but you can definitely get some inspiration while gazing
at the exposition. Uosio gatvė 8b

95 JIESIA SHOP
Kaunas is the cradle of modern Lithuanian ceramics (it’s
a pity the wonderful ceramics museum is still in search of
its new home), so if you want a truly Kaunesian souvenir,
go to the shop of Jiesia ceramics factory. Europos pr. 114

There’s a loooong list of festivals and celebrations that happen in Kaunas
annually, and we’re happy to share it so you can plan your next trip right away.

Between the 1st and 2nd world wars, Kaunas played the role
of Lithuanian capital, so of course we needed a Presidential palace that was reinvented from an apartment building. Inside, there’s a great museum reflecting an important part of our history – in fact, the state leaders were
inside the building having a meeting when the Soviet
occupation started. Vilniaus g. 33

The Japanese Consul-General Chiune Sugihara signed a
few thousands life visas and therefore saved numerous
lives of Jewish people in the wake of the Second World
War. The consulate building is now a small yet very popular museum and home to a few very active Asian culture
clubs. Vaižganto g. 30

Who made your clothes? A little cute boutique is asking. The shop stocks an incredible amount of Lithuanian-designed clothing, big brands and small. You can
buy nice things for your home and workplace as well.

Europos pr.

Se

ANNUALLY HAPPY

PRESIDENTIAL PALACE

72 SUGIHARA HOUSE

Everything you need and beyond, open daily from dusk
till dawn. The shopping mission can be tiring at times,
but there are plenty of refreshment options and the architectural decision of the mall kind of lets you imagine
you’re outside. Karaliaus Mindaugo pr. 49

g.

66 HISTORICAL

Rotušės a. 15

87
	CLOSTÉ CLOTHES BOUTIQUE
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The building is a great example of late Soviet modernism
(it was built in the late 70s). Inside, you’ll get acquainted
with a few periods of Lithuanian painting and witness a
huge collection of Asian art donated to the museum by
late Algimantas Miškinis, an architect. K. Donelaičio g. 16
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‘The White Swan’, as we like to call it, is late baroque
but it’s just the last version of the town hall. Formerly
home to the burgermeister, it was also many other things
and now is the Kaunas city museum worth a visit if you
want to know everything about us fast. Of course, couples get married here all the time, too, and an extraordinary Christmas tree stands in front of it every winter.

65 KAUNAS PICTURE GALLERY
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The superlative museum boasts a collection of more than
3000 devils of different shapes, sizes and birthplaces. Antanas Žmuidzinavičius, a painter, started his collection back
in 1906, the museum was opened in 2006 and is appreciated by tourists all over the world that often send some
more devils when they’re back home. Putvinskio g. 64
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The name means a little hole in a tree where birds like
woodpeckers reside. The restaurant itself is a unique vision of what Lithuanian cuisine could be. Contemporary
yet always reflecting on what our country has to offer at a
certain moment. Maironio g. 28
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A perfect spot if you need some cake or finger food (no
artificial additives and eco-friendly) for your family celebration, and you can also sit down for a snack or two
while waiting for your order. Plane spotting included!
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The name means ‚tea house‘ but the place is so much
more than that. It’s one of the first vegetarian places in
Kaunas and the prices seem shockingly low in the euro
climate of 2016. Great for lunch or afternoon snacks.

RESTAURANT

Hidden behind the picturesque alleys of Žaliakalnis, the
hotel bearing the same name offers a Hollywood hills-like
private terrace for the restaurant visitors. It’s the bestkept secret of those preferring their breakfast outside
their kitchen. Perkūno al. 61
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A true Indian place that loves vegetarians as much as
it loves carnivores. It can get really spicy but you can
still feel the taste, if you know what we mean. Ran by
an Indian guy who loves Kaunas, so we love him back.

Kazakh, Uzbek, Kirgiz, Turkmen and Tajik cuisines, all
in one family restaurant in the outskirts of Kaunas.
It wouldn’t be possible to get a table if it was located
downtown. Try their pilaf and you’ll never look back.
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The largest monastery complex in Lithuania and one of
the best examples of mature baroque, Pažaislis, is now
home to an upscale hotel and restaurant. If you’re not so
hungry it’s still worth taking a ride there and also visiting
the Kaunas Sea nearby. T. Masiulio g. 31
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The only official moonshine restaurant around and it
serves as a little moonshine museum. Funnily enough it
serves breakfast from 7am, too, as it’s a hotel restaurant!

MONTE PACIS

While Kaunas can’t compare to
Copenhagen or Amsterdam, the
bike culture is steadily growing
and we’re happy to have the
Critical Mass events every month
to prove and promote that.
Bike trails are marked on the
pavements and roads in the city
centre and there are some new
great trails that connect Kaunas
to its green suburbs. A modern
bike- and car-sharing
system was introduced in
May 2016. Please refer to
www.citybee.lt or CityBee
app for mobile phones
for more information.
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59 KREGŽDUTĖ
If you want to know what the childhood of your new
Kaunesian friends tasted like, go here. It has changed,
of course, but many of us suddenly start craving for ice
cream when passing by. Sporto g. 1
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Located next to a popular dance music club Anna Mesha,
this place offers great pub food (hangover food, if you like)
and play proper downtempo music, which gets a bit louder when the darkness comes. Good for afternoon business
meetings that turn into friendly chats. Vasario 16-osios g. 1
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Opened since the 60s and having had just a slight touch
of renovation, this is THE place for a cheap yet super
delicious donuts (nothing like the American version)
and a glimpse to the pre-independence times of Kaunas.
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46 SPURGINĖ

After less than a year in Kaunas the Thai take away spot
already opened their branch in the capital, and it means
they’re doing something extremely right. And spicy. Gloriously spicy. Did we mention it’s spicy? Savanorių pr. 129

TAKE AWAY

31

94

t
Pe

58 PHUN KEE DUCK

S. Daukanto g. 23
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Contemporary Nordic or surprisingly Lithuanian, the restaurant offers super-early morning breakfast and a short
yet diligent menu of local dishes with a Nordic twist.
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In many Slavic languages ‘Kuhne’ means kitchen, and this
sacred spot of ribs and burgers is approximately the size
of this premise. They tend to sell the food out towards the
end of the day so late lunch is a better idea than no dinner. Žemaičių g. 29
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K. Donelaičio g. 11

A Lebanese spot famous for its pita shawarmas, falafels
and shishas. It has been opened for ages and doesn’t feel
as exotic as it did before, but it’s still a great Oriental spot
in the flamboyant Station neighbourhood. Girstupio g. 9
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Belonging to a long chain of taverns in Lithuania (and
the UK!), it’s a good place to taste the ‘traditional’ Lithuanian cuisine, which is a mixture of what our neighbours and us used to cook throughout the ages. Good
for big family gatherings; folk music in the background!

RESTAURANT
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It’s worth going there even if you are not into pizza. The
pizzeria is located in one of the gems of the interim Kaunas architecture; the officers’ clubhouse built in the 30s.
Then-president Antanas Smetona used to celebrate New
Years there, and now it’s one of city’s most prestigious
halls for celebrations and award ceremonies. Going back
to Milano, it’s good for the money and it’s open late on
weekends. A. Mickevičiaus g. 19

A street food market is something every city in the world
should have. Following the good examples of Vilnius, Ljubljana, Barcelona and New York, Kaunas now has one,
too. Starting June 2016, a dozen or more food trucks and
stalls are waiting for hungry customers every Friday till
autumn. Santaka park

Two cities in Lithuania can be proud
of unique architectural heritage that
can’t be found elsewhere. Vilnius has its
baroque and Kaunas has its modernism
architecture that flourished between 1919
and 1940. The outstanding heritage of the
flourishing golden period was awarded the
European Heritage Label by the European
Commission in 2015. The best way to
discover it is of course on foot. There’s
a great guide to help you do that and it
fits right into your smartphone. The app
called ‘Kaunas of 1919-1940’ introduces the
history of 44 objects of Kaunas interwar
modernism architecture and offers
different routes in Kaunas, including
the city centre, Žaliakalnis, Gričiupis,
Aleksotas, and Šančiai.
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43 MILANO

55 OPEN KITCHEN

BIKES

Laisvės al. 41

Asia meets Hollywood. Sounds confusing? Not after you
dive into a movie director’s chair in the fancy yet modest restaurant serving modern Asian food. Vilniaus g. 10
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One of the newest and most fancy (in a minimal way)
dessert shops in town, ALI ŠOKOLADINĖ belongs to an
extremely talented pastry chef based in Vilnius. You
can propose there or you can meet your mother and
tell her you’re engaged, well, it’s that kind of amazing.

54 REŽISIERIUS

SHOPPING

42 ALI CHOCOLATERIE
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If you can’t go to San Francisco, check out this Californiainspired oasis loved by its brunch and dinner menus, extraordinary beer selection and other wonders that can’t
be found elsewhere. M. Daukšos g. 23
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41 SOBORAS CANTEEN
We’re not sure whether it’s the right name, but the canteen hidden in the second floor of an old office building
must be visited if you’re into finding out what Kaunas was
like before 1990. It’s cheap and tasty, too, and the menu
has all of the classics. Laisvės al. 23

Get the
app!

ų

This is a true Mexican-Lithuanian love story established
right in front of the Town Hall. The Mexican owner guarantees the authenticity of the food, and, pssst, this also
happens to be the best cocktail place in town. Una Margarita, por favor! Rotušės a. 3
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52 AGAVE

INTERWAR MODERNISM
ARCHITECTURE:

ŽALIUKĖ

Shashlik is a Georgian traditional meat dish but, as we
were sister republics for 50+ years, we kind of adopted it.
Many places serve it (and sometimes call it a kebab), but
Žaliukė is THE spot to try the authentic result of Lithuanian-Georgian friendship. Kaunakiemio g. 30/Šiaulių g. 2
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Independence
day parade

Kite Festival
For Earth
and Sky

Museum
night

Hanseatic
days

Akacijų alėja

May

Late May

A massive grassroots
parade with flags and
patriotic chants in
downtown Kaunas.

End of April–start
of May

A worldwide event is
much celebrated here
in Kaunas; most of city’s
numerous host special
events and grant free
entry till wee hours.

One of the most
significant cultural
events is the birthday
of Kaunas city, and the
medieval theme of the
festival distinguishes
it from festivals in all
other Lithuanian cities.

The Saturday
closest to July 6th
A massive (15k attendees!)
sung poetry concert in
Kulautuva, a very green
suburb of Kaunas. This genre
is a very popular “alternative
music” in Lithuania
characterized by a single
musician, single instrument,
no special effects and
thought-inspiring lyrics.

Restoration
of
independence
parade

Gallery
Weekend
Kaunas

Lithuanian
Basketball
League final
series

Bike Show
Millennium
A weekend in the
beginning of June

March 11th

May

82 years younger than
its February sister,
the day is equally as
important for us to
celebrate with joy.

Well known all around
the world, the tradition
for most galleries in
town to showcase what
they have and know
best in the scope of one
weekend, arrived in
Kaunas in 2016.

One of the largest biker
festivals in Europe Bike
Show Millennium fills the
old Kaunas airport with
bike parades, races, stunts
and concerts. Recently
it has been expanded
to include quads and
automobiles.

Kaunas Jazz

The Love Day

Design Week

Nykoka

End of April–
start of May

May 13th

May

Early summer

Our local pagan
Valentine’s is celebrated
annually since preChristian times – go
where Nemunas and
Neris meet to observe
a very traditional
ceremony of love and joy.

A nation-wide initiative
has planted its roots
deeply in Kaunas,
occupying numerous
spaces all around town
to celebrate Lithuanian
design for one week
every year.

A street art festival
born to make Kaunas
more colourful and
bright – legally!

February 16th

Born together with
independent Lithuania
in 1990 the festival
brings local and foreign
jazz musicians to indoor
and outdoor spaces all
around Kaunas.

For almost three decades
kite enthusiasts, mostly
families (thousands of
them!) have been gathering
in Nemunas valley in
Zapyškis, near a charming
little church, to colour the
sky for one day.

May

If you’ve never been
to basketball game,
Kaunas is a great place
to start.

(Acacia Boulevard)

Kaunas
cinema
festival
Early Autumn

Kaunas
Biennial

AURA Dance
Festival

Every second
year in Autumn

October

Largest cinema festival
in Kaunas takes place
in Romuva interwar
cinema. Various
non-Hollywood films
and documentaries
are presented in the
original languages with
Lithuanian subs.

The contemporary art
biennial has developed
from a textile-oriented
event to one of the
most important
happenings of its kind
in Europe.

Kaunas castle
operetta

Kaunas
Photo

July

Early autumn

Kaunas
Architecture
festival

Eastern Europe’s sole
operetta festival is held
annually near the Kaunas
castle.

It’s the longest-running
annual photo art festival
in the Baltic States (since
2004). It’s also the most
attended photographic
event in Lithuania,
comprising 200-300
participants per program
and counting its audience
by tens of thousands of
visitors.

Every second
year in Autumn

Pažaislis
music festival

Centras
festival

Iš arti

Entire summer

Autumn

While it started as a
true music festival at
the Pažaislis monastery
garden in 1995 today it
is a catchall name for
many classical music
events taking place all
over Kaunas and its
suburbs.

The international
multimedia art
and music festival
grew from a student
initiative to a
large-scale festival
of performances,
concerts, shows,
exhibitions and talks.

The contemporary music
festival was born in 1997 out
of the desire to promote
the work of Kaunas-based
composers and encourage
relationships between
Lithuanian musicians
from different regions and
grew into a solid annual
showcase of modern music.

AURA is the only
municipal theatre
of contemporary
dance in Lithuania;
its history dates
back to 1980. The
international dance
festival was for the
first time organized
in 1989 and is now an
important tradition
that encourages
popularity of
contemporary dance
and enriches cultural
life of Kaunas and
beyond.

Still in its first years,
the architecture festival
involves deep discussions
and project presentations
investigating the past
and projecting the future.

Late Autumn

Christmas
Town
December

Kaunas is famous for
the always-changing
inventive Christmas
tree in its main Town
hall square and a busy
market around it.

